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In 1895, Japan colonized Taiwan, enforcing the use of Japanese language
across the island and establishing over 200 shrines of various sizes.
Under assimilation policies, Taiwanese people were indoctrinated

to become Japanese.

In 1945, the Nationalist government took over Taiwan, dismantled the
shrines, converted them into Martyrs' Shrines, and implemented a martial
law that lasted for 38 years. During the White Terror, Taiwanese people

were re-educated to become Chinese.

In 1987, martial law was lifted in Taiwan. In 1991, three major repressive
laws were abolished. In 1992, an amendment to Article 100 of the
Criminal Code was passed, putting an end to the prosecution of Taiwanese

people for their thoughts and speech.

Today, in a democratic Taiwan, how can it become a Taiwan for the
Taiwanese people amidst challenges of colonial history, transitional justice,

and geopolitical pressures?
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New Taipei City Martyrs' Shrine
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